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Right now, students from
the least advantaged
backgrounds have a1in
33 chance of accessing
the most competitive
universities, compared to
1in 3 of the most
advantaged.

Disadvantaged
students are

therefore more likely

to miss out on
life-changing
higher
education.

&

This disadvantage
doesn't disappear
when they enter
university.

DISADVANTAGED
STUDENTS ARE

MORE LIKELY TO
MISS OUT ON A 1ST
OR 2:1 GRADE AT
UNIVERSITY
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This affects an
individual beyond
their time at
university and
impacts society
as a whole.

Graduates from the most
competitive universities
are more likely to access
professional careers and
have higher rates of life

satisfaction. On
average, they will earn

£10,000

more than their peers.
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What do

we do?

The Scholars Programme

The Scholars Programme is delfvered oy PRD

rerearchers in schools across the UK, 1o pupils age &18.

Join the Dots

Join the Dot brings schook and colieges together with
univarsities to nelp build successful fransitions for less
advantaged students.

Parent Power

Porent Bower creates porent communitias across the
Uk, each one suppaorted by an anchor institution.

Access and Success

Alongside our core programmes, our Access and
Zuccess Projects team collaborates with other
organisations to provide bespoke small and large
scale projects.




Key questions

1. What does the data in Cornwall tell us abbout
attfainment and university progressione

2. What factors influence university accesse

3. How can we support our least advantaged
sfudents from an early age<

4. Our work with primary schools in Cornwall




Cornwall and Higher
Education



The national disadvantage gap e
at the end of primary school & %,

The attainment gap
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29% of pupils are classified as
disadvantaged by the end of
primary school.

Nationwide, the disadvantage gap |

at the end of primary school W 12 A3 W N1 W0 0T D 00 220 21 W2 20
increased between 2019 and 2023

from 9.3 to 10.3 months — its largest

since 2011. Gap in months

The South West had the second- I
largest gap of 12.2 months.

Cornwall had a gap of 11.4 months.

South West
Gap in months: 12.2

Cornwall
Gap in months: 11.4

*

Annual Report 2024: Disadvantage - Education Policy Institute



https://epi.org.uk/annual-report-2024-disadvantage-2/
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The attainment gap between disadvantaged and advantaged
children in the South West is one of the widest in the country
(Education Policy Institute (EPI), 2023).



https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/annual-report-2023/

Progression to University

Figure 5: Percentage of FSM and non-FSM pupils with an undergraduate
degree by age 22, by region

London
West Midlands 32%
East of England 3%
MNorth West 32%
Yorkshire and the Humber 29%

East Midlands 30%

Percentage of high attaining pupils
that don't pursue HE
South East 329,

South West 28%
Mational average (all pupils) 29%
0% 5%  10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35% 40%

B FSM pupils Non-FSM pupils

Note: Data from the 2011/12 to 2013/14 GCSE cohorts, captured at age 22

Sutton Trust - The Opportunity Index 2025

Education Policy Institute 2024



https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/gcse-high-attainers-and-progression-to-higher-education/
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/The-Opportunity-Index.pdf

Starting early



Barriers to university

Aspirations / Knowledge Sense of

Confidence Expectations of opfions belonging

Financial Family Caring

AR background expectafions responsibilities




sChoIars Programme

G|ves your students
fhe opportunity fo
\ work with a PhD
\\ researcher to
\ learn about new
subject areas and

experience
university style

Since our founding,
we have worked

with nearly

100,000
students

We are currently
working with

over 850

learning.

schools

across the UK




What is The Scholars
Programme?

Final
Assignment

Group
Tutorials




Launches: weeks 1-2

M

Scholars take
part in an online
launch and find
out more about
The Brilliant Club

and university.

Scholars meet
their tutor and
learn more about
their course and
Higher
Education.

Graduation: weeks 16-17

ﬁ

Scholars
aftend
weekly
tutorials led
by PhD
tutor.
A university
hosted
graduation
event fo
celebrate Scholars'
achievements.

@

Students will have access to our online Hub throughout the programme, where they will keep in touch

We provide
detailed impact
reports outlining

students’
progress.
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Scholars
can join the
Friends of The
Brilliant Club
community.

with their PhD tutor outside the classroom, submit their work and access additional resources

ﬁ

Tutorials & Assignment: weeks 3-15




KS2

The
Scholars
Programme

The Healthy Heart

Key Stage 2 Programme
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The
Scholars
Programme

How to Make a Museum

Key Stage 2 Programme

How many Engineers
does it take to make

.
an ice cream? o
o e I
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The

Scholars -
Programme o

Lying with Statistics versus
Capturing the Truth

Key Stage 2 Programme

The
Scholars
Programme

What is Fairness?

Key Stage 2 Programme

upil Name Grou 7 ™
— | B,

Friends or Foes? Vikings
in Medieval England
Key Stage 2 Programme

The
Scholars
Programme

®
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The Chemistry of the
Cupcake

Key Stage 2 Programme

Tutorial vt "
SeesRy _ . ¥ J
Designed by -

The

St The Courtauld

ramme

The Art of the Story
An Introduction to

Visual Narratives in Art
Key Stage 2 Programme

Pupil Hame _ i 4 :
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KS2 Scholars consistently make positive progress in their
academic skills on the programme o D
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The Scholars Programme:
Academic Achievement

Based on 8800 pupils with baseline
and end of programme assignments

Cirifical
Thinking

Subject
Knowledge

Written
Communication

® Baseline ® Final




Pupll Selection

Key stage 2-5
Middle/higher prior attainers
At least 70% of pupils (10 of 14)
are one or more of the following:
> Ever 6 FSM eligible
» No parental history of higher
education
» Home postcode in IMD Q1 & Q2




What does the programme cosi?

The school’s contribution for a standard placement of 14 pupils is £2,870.

The actual cost is roughly £4,277.00, subsidised by our university partners
and our own fundraising.

That's... What's included?

£205.00 2 launch events & 7 small group tutorials
with a world leading PhD tutor

per

pupil : : : T
14% of one Comprehensive online learning hub
pupil’'s Pupil o0

¢\\:f/¢

Detailed course handbook & 3 marked
@ pieces of work

Premium
allocation

£20.50 Full day at a university @

pe,r Including a full . . .
session day out at a Bespoke impact report showing pupil

university pProgress




The

Scholars

Programme - The
Scholars
Programme

Into the Deep, Dark Woods: A . .
Journey through Literature What is Fairness?

Key Stage 2 Programme Key Stage 2 Programme

: Tutorial o#T 10 5 X utor ot o
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Since 2018, 943 pUpils and
14 schools in comnwall

have taken part in The Scholars
Programme

What do Cornish students say about

The Scholars Programme?
“I enjoyed it a lot and | really enjoyed deepening my knowledge
on a new subject and university style education.” Hayle Academy

“I entered The Scholars Programme to build my confidence and
public speaking and | think it really helped. | enjoyed stepping
outside my comfort zone"” Treviglas Academy

§ Final assignment by KS3 student at Bodmin
College, published in

“The ethics of war primarily relies on the just war

theory, which is meant to prevent unnecessary loss
of life and suffering by providing conditions on
when, how and why a war should be fought...
Technology always changes in war, which will

always prove a challenge to military ethics boards

worldwide... The debate about drones and
Artificial Intelligence driven weapons is ongoing.”

“The grad event was very supportive, encouraging and exciting”
Penpol School ‘

The
Scholars
Programme

P
War, what is it good
for?

Key Stage 3 Programme
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Gender and Peace

Key Stage 3 Programme

Pupil Name
PhD Tutor



https://thebrilliantclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Scholar-Issue-14.pdf
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If you are interested in getting
your pupils involved next
academic year, please express
you interest to us via email:

Jessica.qgalliver@thebirilliantclub.org
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mailto:Jessica.galliver@thebrilliantclub.org

thebrilliantclub.org



