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The Brilliant Club works 

across the UK, mobilising the 

PhD community to support 

less advantaged students to 

access the most 

competitive universities, and 

succeed when they get 

there. 

Our Mission



What do 
we do?



Key questions

1. What does the data in Cornwall tell us about 

attainment and university progression?

2. What factors influence university access?

3. How can we support our least advantaged

students from an early age?

4. Our work with primary schools in Cornwall



Cornwall and Higher 
Education



The attainment gap

Annual Report 2024: Disadvantage - Education Policy Institute

• 29% of pupils are classified as 

disadvantaged by the end of 

primary school.

• Nationwide, the disadvantage gap 

at the end of primary school 

increased between 2019 and 2023 

from 9.3 to 10.3 months – its largest 

since 2011.

• The South West had the second-

largest gap of 12.2 months.

• Cornwall had a gap of 11.4 months.

The national disadvantage gap 

at the end of primary school

https://epi.org.uk/annual-report-2024-disadvantage-2/


The attainment gap between disadvantaged and advantaged 
children in the South West is one of the widest in the country 
(Education Policy Institute (EPI), 2023).

https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/annual-report-2023/


Progression to University

Education Policy Institute 2024Sutton Trust - The Opportunity Index 2025

https://epi.org.uk/publications-and-research/gcse-high-attainers-and-progression-to-higher-education/
https://www.suttontrust.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/05/The-Opportunity-Index.pdf


Starting early



Barriers to university 

Aspirations / 

Expectations

Knowledge 

of options
Sense of 

belonging

Family 

expectations

Caring 

responsibilities

Confidence

Financial 

background
Attainment



The Scholars Programme

We are currently 

working with 

over 850

schools
across the UK

Since our founding, 

we have worked 

with nearly

100,000
students

Gives your students 

the opportunity to 

work with a PhD 

researcher to 

learn about new 

subject areas and 

experience 

university style 

learning.



What is The Scholars 
Programme?

Group 

Tutorials

Final 

Assignment

Feedback

Graduation



Launches: weeks 1-2

Tutorials & Assignment: weeks 3-15

Graduation: weeks 16-17



KS2



KS2 Scholars consistently make positive progress in their 
academic skills on the programme 



Pupil Selection

• Key stage 2-5

• Middle/higher prior attainers 

• At least 70% of pupils (10 of 14) 

are one or more of the following: 

 Ever 6 FSM eligible

 No parental history of higher 

education

 Home postcode in IMD Q1 & Q2



What does the programme cost?

£20.50 

per 

session

14% of one 

pupil’s Pupil 
Premium 

allocation

£205.00 

per 

pupil

Including a full 

day out at a 

university

That's... What’s included?

2 launch events & 7 small group tutorials 

with a world leading PhD tutor

Comprehensive online learning hub

Detailed course handbook & 3 marked 

pieces of work

Full day at a university

Bespoke impact report showing pupil 
progress

The school’s contribution for a standard placement of 14 pupils is £2,870.

The actual cost is roughly £4,277.00, subsidised by our university partners 

and our own fundraising.



Penpol Primary School



Cornwall and The Scholars Programme

What do Cornish students say about

The Scholars Programme?
“I enjoyed it a lot and I really enjoyed deepening my knowledge 

on a new subject and university style education.” Hayle Academy

“I entered The Scholars Programme to build my confidence and 
public speaking and I think it really helped. I enjoyed stepping 

outside my comfort zone” Treviglas Academy

“The grad event was very supportive, encouraging and exciting” 
Penpol School

Since 2018, 543 pupils and 

14 schools in Cornwall 

have taken part in The Scholars 

Programme

Final assignment by KS3 student at Bodmin 

College, published in The Scholar
“The ethics of war primarily relies on the just war 

theory, which is meant to prevent unnecessary loss 
of life and suffering by providing conditions on 
when, how and why a war should be fought… 
Technology always changes in war, which will 

always prove a challenge to military ethics boards 
worldwide… The debate about drones and 

Artificial Intelligence driven weapons is ongoing.”

https://thebrilliantclub.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/The-Scholar-Issue-14.pdf


Our Uni Partners in the South West



If you are interested in getting 

your pupils involved next 

academic year, please express 

you interest to us via email: 

Jessica.galliver@thebrilliantclub.org

Questions & Next Steps 

mailto:Jessica.galliver@thebrilliantclub.org


thebrilliantclub.org


