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Cornwall education Partnership Safeguarding and CP Network
The purpose of this 5 point - 5 minute briefing is to highlight the current Prevent landscape, key concerns for education settings, and what DSLs should be particularly alert to this academic year.
The UK terrorist threat level remains SEVERE, meaning an attack is considered highly likely. Prevent continues to be a key part of the Government's CONTEST strategy and focuses on safeguarding individuals who may be susceptible to radicalisation before they become involved in terrorism. 
Recent Home Office data shows a significant increase in Prevent referrals, with education continuing to be the largest referring sector. Young people aged 11 to 15 remain the most frequently referred age group. 
Key Emerging Concerns for Schools
1. Online Radicalisation
The most significant threat facing young people continues to be online radicalisation.
Young people are increasingly exposed to:
· Extremist content on social media platforms 
· Conspiracy theories
· Misinformation and disinformation
· Violent content and school-shooter narratives
· Self-radicalisation through online forums and gaming platforms
· Information on forums outside of the Western Hemisphere where online controls and security are lacking
Many cases no longer involve membership of a recognised extremist group. Instead, individuals may consume a mixture of harmful online content leading to fascination with violence, grievance narratives, or extremist worldviews. 
2. Ideologically Uncertain Cases
A growing number of Prevent  in Cornwall are now categorised as having no clear ideology.
These individuals may demonstrate:
· Obsession with mass casualty attacks
· Fixation on violence
· Interest in previous terrorist incidents
· Mixed extremist influences from multiple sources
Professionals should focus on behaviours and vulnerabilities rather than trying to identify a specific ideology. 
3. Extreme Right-Wing Activity
Extreme right-wing concerns continue to represent a significant proportion of referrals and currently exceed Islamist-related referrals in Prevent statistics. 
Indicators may include:
· Racist, anti-Semitic or anti-Muslim narratives
· Promotion of white supremacy
· Use of extremist memes and symbols
· Admiration of perpetrators of terrorist attacks
These views are often encountered initially through online communities, gaming forums or social media. 
4. Vulnerability and Mental Health
Cases increasingly involve complex safeguarding vulnerabilities including:
· Social isolation
· Neurodiversity
· Mental health concerns
· Trauma
· Bullying
· Family instability
It is important to remember that mental health or neurodiversity do not cause extremism. However, vulnerabilities may increase susceptibility to manipulation by those seeking to radicalise young people. 
What DSLs Should Do
Ensure that staff in your respective setting are alert to
Changes in:
· Behaviour
· Friendship groups
· Online activity
· Language used
· Fixations on violence
· Expressions of hatred or intolerance
· Attempts to justify violence
Strengthen Protective Factors
Ensure your setting:
· Promotes critical thinking
· Develops media literacy
· Encourages respectful debate
· Supports inclusion and belonging
· Delivers effective online safety education
· Embeds Fundamental British Values appropriately
Use Existing Safeguarding Pathways
If concerned:
1. Record concerns.
2. Discuss with the DSL.
3. Seek advice from HQ Prevent Team where appropriate. Always ring the team prior to referral submission. (See below)
4. Remember Notice, Check Share and embed this across your respective settings.
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NOTICE, CHECK, SHARE FOR DEVON & CORNWALL PREVENT

s with any ssfeguarcing machanism, it bettr o receive referats which trn 0wt ot ba of concarn than o miss someone wha geninely neads support, However,referala into

Prevent should st be proportionate and wel-informed. To support this, practtoners are encouraged 1o use ths notice, check,

someane may be a sk of becoming invlved in, o supporting orrrism
Itisnotyou responsibilty o assass the ovel o adicalsatin isk. Your ol s to provida a5 much elevant context as possibl before sharing concerns with police. You must assess
the praportionaity of your cancarns, separata acts from assumptions, and ansura dacision-making is applied conistantly across al deologies an radicalsation alated concerns,

Considar what you NOTICE and
why it concerns you. Furth
advice and guidance on the signs
of radicalisation are available on
ACT Early

Who was involved? Have they been
involved i similar incidents
before,or was tan solated
comment that seems out of
Character? Can the concern be.
addressed within your
organisation, or does it naed wider

checking?

Dos the incident relate to recent
local, national o nternational
events or news?

Why do you feet the ndvidual may
bo susceptible o radicalisation?

Arothere any other apparent
Vulnerabilies or contextual
factors that might help you
understand the concern?

—

‘GHECK your concarms befora sharing 1 ansura you have gatherad as much
felevant information as possible. Cansicer what further clarfication you may ned,
‘and who you might need to speak o, i oder to build afuller lctu

You should speak with your ine manager and Designed Safeguarding Lead who
an acise on et teps.

Has tha individual concerned been spoken o for clarity, andor thir arent/carar
under 187 f o, what e thereasons for this inappropiate, safeguarding isk?
‘spesking to tho individual, approach the conversation sensitvly and with
Curiosity, no debat. f you inform tham or thar parentcarer abaut a Prevent
roforral, maka cloar tha tis dogs ot mean they ara bing accused of a crime.

1s there anidentied Prevent Load inyour organistion orlocal authority you can
spoakto?

Isthe concern Pravent atate, or o it st bettr ithin genaral safeguarding?
Returning t the Key Priniplas of Provent may help guido this decison.

Aftorcompleting appropriats chacks, do you fost areferrl s nacessary? Ask
yoursel: what s the sk o this person becoming invalved inor supporting

For advice, you can contact the South West Prevent team n confidance on 01352

225130 or emall acPrevent@caxonandzormual. . police.uk, orcal the naional
anti-terorst hotine on 0800 769 221

—)

sare procedure when they ae concorned that

SHARE your concarns

Before you submita Prevent referral, we would
recommend having a conversation with  local
T Case Officer.You can phore them on 01362
225130, Ty will b abl to provide adice
arcund making the referal and anwer any
uestions you may have.

o make s Prevent eferal, search for“Prevent’
on your local authorty's websto or GOVUK to
accass the Natione) Prevent referal form
Thereferal orm should then b sent to
Prsvent@devonandcormwallpan police uk

it there aro aadiional safoguarding concerns,
plaase also refor to MASHIFront Door*

Where safe to 4o so, practitoners are
encouraged to discuss concems with the
individual and f applcabls,ther parentc
anci 10 make them aware of the Prevant refera,
his should not be done it places the
individusl o somaon else a serious isk of
harm. You can shara information without
Gonsent fyou have a good reason o 6o 50 and
it wil holp safoguard tho person sooner.





image1.jpeg
Action for a

SAFER
CORNWALL




image10.jpeg
Action for a

SAFER
CORNWALL




